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There is no sustainable development in a world where children grow up in institutions. The harm of 
institutionalisation on children is well-documented and all across the world, there is overwhelming 
evidence that the estimated 5.4 million children confined to institutions are at high risk of daily violence, 
abuse and neglect.  

The institutionalisation of children is symptomatic of child protection and care systems that do not 
work. The profoundly unsustainable nature of institution-based care systems is two-fold:  Where 
families and communities face poverty, inequality, lack of access to essential services such as support 
to care for children with disabilities and access to quality education, families often have no other choice 
but to place their children in institutions. At the same time, those children who have lived in institutions 
are forced to grow up without the care, love, resources vital for their well-being. Children very often 
carry the negative consequences of institutionalisation for the rest of their life, including physical and 
mental health struggles and social exclusion. Institutionalisation is undoubtedly both a consequence 
and a perpetrator of inequality and discrimination. 

At a time when world leaders are evaluating the progress on the sustainable development goals and 
agenda at the UN Summit of the Future, we have an opportunity of a lifetime to ensure no child is left 
in an institution. Hope and Homes for Children, an international NGO working to stop children from 
being confined to institutions, is pleased to welcome you to our first Policy Dialogue convened to 
uncover the links between sustainable development and the fight to eradicate child institutionalisation. 

Drawing on our 30 years of expertise in deinstitutionalisation, working with governments, funders, civil 
society organisations, families and children to create the conditions for long-term reform, Hope and 
Homes for Children is joining forces with an expert panel for this Policy Dialogue. We look forward to 
the fruitful discussions during this Policy Dialogue and share this policy brief, outlining some of the key 
concepts that will be discussed during the conversation. Hope and Homes for Children is looking 
forward to welcoming you to our Policy Dialogue and continuing to work together to ensure no child 
grows up in an institution. 
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Time (Central 

European Time 

Session Title  Panellists  

16.00-16.10 Opening: Building a future 

where no child grows up 

deprived of family care  

Stephen Ucembe 

Regional Advocacy Manager, 

Africa - Hope and Homes for 

Children  
 

16.10-16.15 Life after institutionalisation: 

Mwiza's story 
 

Mwiza*                            

Rwanda (recorded video) 
 

16.15-16.45  Panel discussion: No 

sustainable development 

without eradicating child 

institutionalisation 

Anju Pun                        

Country Director – Forget Me Not, 

Nepal 

Adel Anna Sasvari 

Policy Officer Rights of the Child, 

DG INTPA, European Commission, 

European Union 

Christopher Muwanguzi       

Chief Executive Officer - Child's I 

Foundation, Uganda 

Prof. Marinus H. van IJzendoorn 

Honorary professor UCL, 

University College London, United 

Kingdom 
 

16.45-16.55  Questions and answers 

 

16.55-17.00  The way forward: The next 

steps and closing remarks 
 

Stephen Ucembe 

Regional Advocacy Manager, 

Africa - Hope and Homes for 

Children  
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▪ 2019 Resolution on the Rights of the Child (A/RES/74/133) 
▪ G. Mulheir et al (2012) ‘Deinstitutionalisation – A Human Rights Priority for Children with Disabilities’ Equal Rights Trust 

Review, 9 (2012)  
▪ Hope and Homes for Children (2022) Families. Not institutions 
▪ Lumos (2021) Cycles of Exploitation: The links between children’s institutional care and human trafficking 
▪ Manfred Nowak, ‘United Nations Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty’, United Nations, 2019, 
▪ UN Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty (2019) 
▪ van IJzendoorn, M.H., Bakermans-Kranenburg, M.J. et al (2020) Institutionalisation and deinstitutionalisation of children: a 

systematic and integrative review of evidence regarding effects on development. The Lancet Psychiatry, 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.hopeandhomes.org/
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n19/426/12/pdf/n1942612.pdf
https://www.equalrightstrust.org/ertdocumentbank/err9_mulheir.pdf
https://www.equalrightstrust.org/ertdocumentbank/err9_mulheir.pdf
https://www.hopeandhomes.org/news/families-not-institutions/
https://www.wearelumos.org/resources/cycles-of-exploitation/
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