
Nonetheless in November 2012, the Government approved 
“Strategic guidelines for deinstitutionalisation of disabled and 
children deprived of parental care” and established a working 
group to further develop DI plans.

In 2012, 10,389 families comprising 21,303 children were recorded 
to be at risk of breakdown, mainly because of alcohol misuse and 
neglect. Services to support families and prevent their breakdown 
focus mainly on financial assistance and children’s material 
conditions (living environment, clothing, food, hygiene), rather 

than children’s emotional well-being and their relationships with 
their parents. Due to a lack of human resources, social workers’ 
involvement is limited to giving advice rather than providing 
substantial family-strengthening services.

These deficiencies have resulted in a strong reliance on 
institutional care, poor preventative services for families and no 
satisfying reintegration of children from alternative care into their 
families. Institutional care continues to be financed both through 
State budgets and from EU Structural Funds.

In 2007 the Lithuanian Government approved a “Plan to optimise the network of childcare 
institutions” which aimed to limit the number of children per institution to a maximum 
of 60 divided into units of no more than 12 by 2015. Unfortunately, in practice, the plan 
has led to a reorganisation of institutions rather than a deinstitutionalisation 
strategy. It has focused mainly on reorganising and renovating existing institutions, 
instead of closing them down and establishing other forms of alternative care.

Strengthening families. Ending institutional care.

Hope and Homes for Children is a  
Registered Charity (No. 1089490)

Eurochild is supported by the European Union Programme for Employment and Social Innovation. The views 
expressed by Eurochild do not necessarily reflect the position or opinion of the European Commission.

www.openingdoors.eu

Lithuania



SOS Children’s Villages Lithuania  is a non-governmental organization 
operating in the field of child welfare in Lithuania since 1992. They focus on 
provision of family strengthening services, family-based care, leaving care, 
as well as actively advocate for the rights of children deprived of parental 
care or at risk of losing it. As a member of SOS Kinderdorf International 
they currently run an international advocacy campaign called “Care for ME! 
Quality care for every child” with a strong focus on DI in Lithuania and join 
hands with everybody whose aim is to ensure child’s right to live in a caring 
family environment or to have appropriate alternative care options.  

www.sos-vaikukaimai.lt 

Save the Children Lithuania is non-governmental, non-religious and non-
political organization whose primary function is to advocate for child’s 
rights and promote proper implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child. Main working areas: reduction of violence against children 
and children exploitation; reduction of children social exclusion and 
institualization; child’s rights governance; international programs. Save 
the Children Lithuania is a full member of Save the Children International. 

www.gelbvaik.lt

National campaign coordinators

The Opening Doors campaign operates at EU level and in 12 countries across Europe.

Working with a network of national partners in each participating country, we are building civil society capacity to 
advocate at national level.

We are calling on the EU and national governments to prioritise the transition from institutional to family-based 
care and deliver quality care for children across Member States, pre-accession countries and within the EU 
neighbourhood. 

We believe that the end of institutional care for children in Europe is possible and within our reach – putting the best 
interests of children back at the heart of Europe’s child protection systems.

Fact File

3.6% of the child 
population live in 
families considered ‘at 
risk’ and require social 
support.

Institutional care in 
Lithuania has been 
financed both through 
state budgets and using 
EU Structural Funds.

Efforts at reform have 
focused on reorganising  
the existing institutions 
rather than closing 
them.


